
PTO Meeting Minutes 

September 13, 2016 

In attendance 

Ryan Welnetz, Ashley Balck, Mark Swim, Kristin Collar, Kristen VerHaagh, Teri Athey, Paul Hermsen, Carrie 

Kleinschmidt, Bree Francour, April White, Cheri Dudra, Nicole Thomsen, Travis Jiskra, Lisa Tilke, Danielle 

Bemmels, Jodi Prien, Lisa Cornette, Annah Dugan, Don Balck, Kelly LeCLaire, Jeffrey Shaha, Joclyn 

Nasgovitz, Missy Laurent, Michelle Loewenhagen, Lisa Swan  

Mark called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm. 

Secretary’s Report-Ashley Balck 

PTO minutes were published in the May 3rd newsletter in the spring.   Kristin motioned to accept the 

minutes and Teri seconded the motion. All in favor. Motioned carried. Secretary’s minutes were approved 

and accepted.  

Treasurer’s Report-Kristin Collar 

Kristin went over overall financials. 

June 2016 

 Money Market = $31,459.33 

 Checking = $3,260.49 

July 2016 

 Money Market = $31,463.33 

 Checking = $3,277.54 

August 2016 

 Money Market = $17,466.51 

 Checking = $3,223.24     

Paul motioned to accept the report. Cheri seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.  

Principal’s Report-Ryan Welnetz 

-21
st

 Century Skills/Makerspaces-Presentation by Staff, Lisa Tilke, Bree Francour, Lisa White, Travis Jiskra, 

and Jody Prien.  

 Staff talked about what 21
st

 Century skills are and why we now teach them to our students. They 

started to incorporate it into their teaching by letting students dictate what they wanted to learn 

on certain topics in the subjects of Science and Social Studies. For example the topic being taught 

is Space and each child could choose a different sub topic to learn about such as asteroids or 

NASA. Students not only had to pick what they were learning about but also had to say how they 

would go about demonstrating what they learned.  
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 They also discussed this DREAM, DISCOVER, DEMONSTRATE model. Dreaming is about asking 

questions, identifying problems, gathering information, sketching models, and brainstorming 

new ideas when/if your first ideas don’t work.  Discover is about developing and designing off 

your ideas and predicting roadblocks you may encounter. Demonstrate is asking who your 

audience will be and how will you show them what you’ve learned and what worked for you and 

maybe what didn’t.  

 Makerspaces: Where is there space in our school to use as a makerspace? Ideas were thrown 

around and the Library seems to be the best and have the most space. The redesign has already 

begun. Over the summer the fiction was moved to the west computer lab. Nonfiction was left in 

the open space so it would be available during Makerspace time. Because of the computers and 

iPads available in the classroom one Library computer lab was taken away. There is also a new 

smartboard in the west lab for Mrs. Tilke to use during library time. The new open area in the 

main library will be the Makerspace. Future things to make the makerspace better and more 

functional would be storage for supplies and more easily movable furniture.  

 Implementing this in 2016-17 would include collecting materials from staff and families, teaching 

all students the Dream, Discover, Demonstrate model, having students explore materials, 

compiling ideas, and considering new furniture for the space. 

Vice President’s Report-Kristin VerHaagh 

-Room Parents/Art Coordinators-We utilized literacy assessment time for signups for room parents and 

art coordinators. Lots of parents signed up but we are still looking for a couple room parents. Exploring 

ideas to shake up the classroom parties in the future. 

President’s Report-Mark Swim 

-PTO purchased $20 gift cards for teachers/staff from school house to start the year with.  

-PTO provided back to school lunch from Josephine’s on the staffs’ first full work day.  

-We are still in need of volunteer coordinators for the book fair (co-coordinator) and we need one for the 

spring book fair, publishing center volunteers, and Auction Co-coordinator needed. 

-We discussed the potential PTO furniture purchase. The PTO is looking to make this the big project for 

the year. Fall fundraising dollars could be put to good use on this.  

Committee Reports 

 Labels/Box Tops: Teri Athey-The Labels for Education by Campbell’s are discontinuing their 

program after 42 years, we used these funds for playground equipment in the past.  Our Box 

Tops lifetime earnings are $25,586.61. We earn about $1000 each year. November 1
st

 is first 

deadline, drive coming in October. Please cut out on the lines and check expiration dates. New 

app available from Box Tops to get more points. Sign up to designate our school! 

 Kwik Trip: Lisa Cornette- Stocked and ready for purchase in the office.  

 October Book Fair: Co-Chair Needed 
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 Year Book: Debbie Holewinski: Pictures are being taken! If you have pictures you can submit 

them by sending them to Ryan at ryanweln@hssd.k12.wi.us 

 Fall Fundraiser: Beth Roddan-Packets went home this week. Information coming!  

  Publishing Room: Volunteers needed, contact Cindy Schouten or Mark Swim. 

 School Kits: Cheri Dudra-School supply kits were a success again. We do not use this as a 

fundraiser. We’ve signed the contract to do again in spring.  

  Family Fun Night in October: Lisa Swan-Jakes Jumpers booked, pancake man coming. Not a 

fundraiser, just a fun night for families to get together.  

 Auction-Nicole Thomsen/co-chair needed: ball will get rolling in October, look for information in 

the near future! 

New Business 

 

Announcements 

Next Meeting 

October 4, 6:30pm  

Adjourn- 

Motion to adjourn was made at 7:52 pm by Teri, Lisa seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ashley Balck/PTO Secretary 

 


